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Dear Friends
As your new Chairman I think I ought first to introduce myself to those of you who do not know me.  I was elected as Chairman at our recent AGM as successor to Gordon Burke who has done a stalwart job for the past few years and to whom I wish to give sincere thanks on behalf of the committee.

I started my Railway career in 1962 in the booking office at Ramsgate, I was also employed at Dumpton Park and Dover Marine.  After a short period as a relief clerk I transferred to the South Eastern Divisional Manager’s Office at 61, Queen Street (near Cannon Street), where I worked in the Train Crew Diagrams and Special Traffic sections.  My next move in 1967 was to the DMO, South West at Wimbledon, where I spent three years in the Traffic Co-ordination section.  This often involved spending cold and wet nights in such places as Eastleigh marshalling yard and Nine Elms goods watching what was going on.  I spent a number of years in the Train Performance sections at Beckenham, Essex House and Stephenson House, both located in Croydon, and Waterloo. Latterly my career was in Train planning.  I retired from Network Rail after 41 years; my final post was Charter Timings Manager.  Amongst other duties I was responsible for the planning of special steam trains and the Royal train when it was in the south.

As I write this message it is a lovely warm afternoon and I hope that summer has finally returned after the rather disappointing couple of months. 

I would like to remind you of our coffee mornings, which takes place from 10 30 am onwards on the last Wednesday of each month.  They are held at the Clocktower café which is part of Croydon library in Katherine Street.  I try to attend each month and am always delighted to see any of you who wish to join us.

Best Wishes

Chris. Meredith
A message from Brian Read, Chairman of Old Southeronians Association 
It is a pleasure, and indeed an honour, to succeed Chris Jago as Chairman of the Old Southeronians – and although he is a hard act to follow, I will endeavour to do so to the best of my ability.  Thanks Chris for your three years at the helm!

But as with most organisations, the biggest thanks must be to you, the membership and Branch Committees, for creating and supporting the endless activities!

For those of you who do not know me (and that’s probably the majority of you) I started my railway career in 1965 as a Guards Roster clerk in the former Divisional Office at Croydon.  I progressed to Relief Station Master, Red Star Area Parcels Manager, South Eastern Division Management Relief SM and finally Eurostar Control Manager from before the opening of the Channel Tunnel, retiring in 2005.  Since retirement, I worked as a Consultant for Network Rail for several years.

As has been recorded elsewhere, the biggest challenge facing us is that of our continued existence – nearly half of our membership is in excess of eighty years old and Committee posts, especially Secretaries and Treasurers, are becoming more and more difficult to fill with the falling active membership.

To endeavour to recruit more members, Chris started by contacting all the Southern based TOC’s requesting that information on the Association, its benefits and activities is conveyed to all prospective retirees.  If each active member can recruit just one more, our numbers would increase dramatically.  Membership increase is my main goal in the coming years, and any further ideas/suggestions for how we can achieve this are most welcome!  It is quite noticeable that train crew and signalling staff are not significantly represented within the organisation.

Not only are we facing the challenge of dwindling, if we do not recruit, we will soon be fighting for our very own survival.

I hope to get round to various Branch activities in the coming months and look forward to meeting you.

Kindest regards

Brian Read
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2011 

We welcome Chris Meredith as our new Chairman.  Chris has been a Committee member for a few years and has a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm to help us maintain the good work done by his predecessor, Gordon Burke.  The Committee would like to thank Gordon for the dedication and ideas he brought to the Croydon & East Surrey Branch.  He will be missed as Chairman and we wish him well for the future.  Another change to the Committee was the election of John Parkin as Treasurer.  Again, we welcome John, who is a new Committee Member.  Despite this he has been actively involved in many of our events since joining the Croydon & East Surrey branch.  We offer him our full support in all things financial for the Committee.  John Parkin took over the role of Treasurer from John Goddard, who was our Treasurer for many years.  John Goddard decided to ‘step down’ from his role as Treasurer.  John’s attention to details is second to none and his accountancy knowledge cannot be beaten.  John Parkin has a hard act to follow, but we are sure that he can meet the challenge.  The Committee thank John Goddard for the many hours and patience he put into his role as Treasurer for the Croydon & East Surrey Branch and we wish him much happiness in the future.

EVENTS AND OUTINGS 2011
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Coffee Mornings

Coffee Mornings are held on the last Wednesday of each month.  You are invited to join us and meet other Members and some of the Committee in the Clock Tower Café, adjacent to the Library in Katherine Street, Croydon from 10 30 am onwards on the last Wednesday of each month.  You will be warmly welcomed in a friendly atmosphere.

Lunch Group
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The Bi-Monthly Lunch Group is still very popular.  We visit pubs and Inns that serve a good lunch in a pleasant atmosphere and in easy walking distance of a Railway Station.  We are still planning the lunch venues for October and December 2011.  If you would like to join the Croydon Branch Lunch Group please contact Graham Harris who will be able to give you dates and venues.
If you have any suggestions of suitable Restaurants, Inns and Pubs which serve a delicious lunch and can accommodate groups of 25 plus people, please tell Graham Harris (Membership Secretary) or Peter Blanthorn (Secretary).  Please remember the Venue should be near to a Railway Station with easy access.
Kew Bridge Steam Museum - Visit on Tuesday 27 September 2011
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Inge Weiss has organised a visit to the Kew Bridge Steam Museum in September.  Please contact Inge direct to reserve a place on this visit.  We meet at Kew Bridge Train Station at 11:00 am for a short walk to the museum.  Our group is booked for entry at 11:15 am.  The admission charge is £6.50 for Senior Citizens.  Kew Bridge Steam Museum was originally a Victorian Water Pumping Station.  As a museum it has retained the original steam-powered pumping engines, which are the largest collection of their type, including the world's largest working single-cylinder beam engine.  The museum is the most important historic site of the water industry in Britain.  It includes:
90 inch Engine, 100 inch Engine, Bull Engine, Maudslay Engine, Boulton and Watt, Easton and Amos, Dancers End Engine, Triple Expansion, Waddon Engine, Waterwheel, Allen Diesel, Waterworks Railway, Water For Life Gallery
The Hindley Waterwheel
Afterwards, you have several options:

 to visit Musical Museum, Kew Botanic Gardens, Syon House and Garden, National Archives, Kew (about 20 minutes' walk), Kew Retail Park just beyond National Archives

Unfortunately, the Café is not open on weekdays but there are pubs nearby and on Kew Green.  Alternatively, bring a picnic to enjoy in their Upper Garden where you can look out for wildlife, wild flowers and wild objects!

BTPF Railway Memorial Dedication Tuesday 22nd May 2012 at 14 00
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On Tuesday 22nd May 2012 at 14 00, a Service of Dedication will take place around the British Transport Pension Fund (BTPF) memorial in the National Memorial Arboretum, which is a national site of remembrance at Alrewas, near Lichfield, Staffordshire, England.  The National Memorial Arboretum honours the fallen, recognises sacrifice and fosters pride in our country.  The Service of Dedication will take place around the memorial, and you are invited to attend.  Maurice Holmes, our President, will lead for the BTPF.  Reverend James Lyndsay of The Railway Mission currently Chaplain – East Midlands - will prepare and conduct the service
View looking towards the Armed Forces Memorial 
If enough people are interested, arrangements for a coach will be made to pick up at Woking and Croydon to take members and their friends direct to the Arboretum.  If you are interested in attending and would like to travel by coach please contact Peter Blanthorn immediately.  This will enable him to measure the interest and get a cost for those wishing to travel by coach before final arrangements are made.
Please contact Peter Blanthorn as soon as possible, at Moonrakers, Rivar Road, Shalbourne, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 3RR.  Telephone 01672 870493, e-mail peter@rivarmoon.co.uk.
The National Memorial Arboretum serves good meals in their restaurant at a reasonable price, but space is limited.  Alternatively you can take your own food.  Teas, coffee, etc., can be obtained.

Admission is free but donations are welcome.  Over £3,000 is needed every day to keep the Arboretum viable.
MEMBERSHIP ITEMS

New Members are always welcome.  If you know anyone who would be interested in joining the Old Southeronians Association (Croydon & East Surrey Branch) please ask them to contact Graham Harris (Membership Secretary).

To all Members who have recently moved we wish them happiness in their New home.  Don’t forget to let us know your new address. 
It is with sadness that we record the passing of the following Members.  Our condolences go to their Family and Friends

Mr Ken. Setford who lived in Whitstable, Kent, who died on 30th May 2011

Mr E. Sibthorpe who lived in Shepperton, Middlesex, died on 18th June 2011
To all Members who are currently in Hospital, or not feeling as well as they would like to be, we send our Best Wishes for a speedy recovery.  If you have a Relative or Friend who is in a similar situation they too are wished a quick return to Good Health.

Please remember to let Graham Harris (Membership Secretary) know if you change your address, or if there are any other changes to your membership details, so that we can continue to send you the Newsletter.

NEWSLETTER – By Post or Email?
[image: image8.wmf]We are struggling to keep the Newsletter Subscriptions at £2 per year.  This is due to the increase in the cost of printing and postage.  Subscription for 2011/12 became due on 01st July 2011.  If you have not paid your Newsletter Subscription for 2011/12 please send a cheque today.  Donations are always welcome to help towards printing and postage.  Any amount above £2 will be considered a Donation unless clearly stated that you wish to pay for more than one year’s subscription.  The cheque should be made payable to Old Southeronians Association (Croydon & East Surrey Branch) and sent to Graham Harris (Membership Secretary).  As an alternative you may prefer to receive your Newsletter by Email.  This is very simple for us to arrange and will cost nothing for you or the OSA.  To start receiving your Newsletter by Email just send an email with your full name and address to Graham Harris, Membership Secretary (gcharris@tinyworld.co.uk) and your details will be added to our database.  Your email details will not be shared with any other organisation; as in the case of all confidential information held by the Old Southeronians Association.
TRAVEL MATTERS

Full details of Travel Facilities granted to Retired Railway Employees information can be obtained from their website: 

http://www.atoc.org/clientfiles/File/RSTDocuments/SRLS035_0410_SGRetd.pdf.  

Alternatively, you can get information from the following address
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Travel Facilities Section

P.O. Box 125

DARLINGTON

Co. Durham DL3 6UX

Tel: 0800 2343434

Fax: 01325 343090

Or by Email : travel@rpmi.co.uk
From these sources you can find full details of preserved and heritage railways where privilege tickets are issued and also the sections of London Underground lines which are available on dated Staff Travel Boxes.
Bus Passes and Freedom Passes

Many of our members enjoy the free bus travel in England made available by the Concessionary Bus Pass, known in London as the Freedom Pass.

 

[image: image10.wmf]Some holders may not realise that, generally speaking, they are available on Express routes numbered in the X series - the X simply denotes that it is express and often runs direct along main roads and avoids country villages.  Express Routes enable passengers to cover many miles in a relatively short time, though some journeys can be between 2 and 3 hours - not for the faint hearted!!  However what you can do is to split a journey and use local buses to visit country villages.  You could take the X1 from Lowestoft all the way to Peterborough and change to the X4 to Northampton (some 5-6 hours on 2 buses), or you could split the journey.  London's X26 (Croydon to Heathrow Airport) is just an ordinary bus route and Pass holders living outside the London Freedom Pass area can not only use this, but can do so without time restriction, seven days a week - all London's buses (but not trams) are valid for 24 hours for all English pass holders. 

 

Seats on National Express long distance coach services can be pre-booked.  Concessionary Bus Passes may be banned on some tourist routes and others which operate on just a small number of days each year.  However, Concessionary Bus Passes can be used on Sheffield trams and since last April on Blackpool trams, with evening restrictions on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays during the illuminations and October half term.

 

Otherwise Concessionary Bus Passes are generally available Mon-Fri 0930-2300 and throughout the weekend and bank holidays.
LONDON ATTRACTIONS
Here are details of some of the places you may like to visit in and around London this Summer.
Benjamin Franklin House,

[image: image11.wmf]The world's only remaining Franklin home and listed Georgian building, is just steps from Charing Cross.  The Historical Experience presents the excitement of Franklin's London years through live audio-visual performance.  Open until 31/10/2011.  Address: Benjamin Franklin House, 36 Craven Street, London WC2N 5NF.  Nearest Station: Charing Cross.  Nearest Bus Routes: 6, 9, 11, 13, 15, 23, 77a.
The Design Museum

Set in an historic Thameside location by Tower Bridge, the Design Museum offers [image: image12.png]


inspirational insights into design, alongside the most exciting innovations from architecture through to fashion.  No London experience is complete without a visit to the Design Museum's exhibitions, café and shop.  Open until 31/10/2011.  Address: Shad Thames, London SE1 2YD.  Nearest Stations: London Bridge, Tower Hill.  Nearest Bus Routes: RV1, 42, 47, 100, 188, 225, 381.
Vivienne Westwood Design
Fenton House is a 17th century house home to an extensive range of porcelain as well as [image: image13.png]


early keyboards and other instruments, many of which are still working despite the wear and tear of their age. There is a rose garden and an orchard and the vegetable patch still grows as it used to.  There is access for disabled customers, and also a Braille guide which is supplied free of charge.  Admission fees apply.  Open until 30 Oct 2011, 11:00 - 17:00 Wed - Sun. (Last admission 16:30).  Windmill Hill, London, NW3 6RT

As usual I close with a little something for you to ponder over:

Plurals

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes,
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes.
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese.
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice,
Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice.
If the plural of man is always called men,
Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen?
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet,
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet?
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth,
Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth?
Then one may be that, and three would be those,
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose,
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.
We speak of a brother and also of brethren,
But though we say mother, we never say methren.
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him,
But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim!
Railway Quiz
1. In which city was a brick sculpture called train unveiled in June 1997? 

2. About which train did the Reverand W Awdry write? 

3. In which classic of 19th century literature is the heroine killed by a train? 

4. With which train is Oliver Postgate associated? 

5. At which London station did Sir Gilbert Scott build his Grand Midland Hotel? 

6. In which 1945 film does Celia Johnson meet Trevor Howard? 

7. “Sitting in a railway station with a ticket for my destination?”, is a line from which Simon and Garfunkel song? 

8. At which London stations do trains from Reading terminate? 

9. In which European Capital is Tara Street station? 

10. Which famous (Russian) writer died at a railway station in 1910?  

11. In which European City is the Gard du Nord railway station? 

12. If you got the Bullet train in which country would you be taking your holiday? 

Answers will appear in the Winter 2011 Edition.

I look forward to seeing you at one of our events very soon

Graham Harris
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